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Having fun with your students should be a pretty important part of your annual ministry strategy. That’s 
because having fun with your students will lead to better relationships, and better relationships will 
lead to more influence. Games are simply one way to make those relationships happen. 

But let’s be honest — with so many other important things to do each week, most of us don’t want to spend 
hours and hours coming up with new games all the time. As a result, we either end up playing the same 
handful of games over and over again, or we throw something together at the last minute and just hope it 
doesn’t totally bomb. 

We get it. That’s where these 50 games (and our annual weekly program strategy) come in.

WHY DO I NEED A STRATEGY FOR GAMES?

EVERY YEAR
Every year, we recommend having a system for 
choosing and evaluating the games you play. 
That sounds pretty serious, but it doesn’t need to 
be time-intensive. Here’s what we’re picturing . . .  

• SCHEDULE A PLANNING MEETING: Before 
the school year starts, print all 50 of the games 
we’ve provided (along with our annual calendar) 
and have a meeting with anyone from your 
ministry who wants to help you with games. 

• REVIEW THE YEAR OF GAMES: At that 
meeting, look through all the games together. 
Think through which games might work for 
your students and discuss any changes you’d 
like to make to the games we’ve provided. 

• SCHEDULE THE GAMES: Check out our annual 
calendar and physically put each game on the 
calendar so you know exactly when you’ll be 
playing each one. We recommend aligning your 
games with your teaching strategy, so make 
sure you’re keeping that in mind.

• DELEGATE RESPONSIBILITY: Once the 
year has been laid out, challenge a volunteer, 
student, or team member to help make these 
games happen. Whether it’s hosting the games, 
shopping for the supplies, or preparing the 
supplies each week, get others involved.

EVERY WEEK
You did it! You’ve got a whole year of games already 
planned! Now to help you stay on track, there are a 
few things you’ll want to add to your to-do list every 
week . . .

• RECAP LAST WEEK’S GAME: How did it go? 
Did your students like it? Were the instructions 
clear? Did you have everything you needed? 
Would you play it again? (If you would, go ahead 
and put it on the calendar a few more times in 
the future so you don’t forget about it.) What 
would you do differently next time you play it?

• REVIEW NEXT WEEK’S GAME: Things change 
quickly in youth ministry, so always make sure 
what you planned at the beginning of the year 
will still work in the moment. Does anything 
need to be tweaked? Who’s in charge? Do you 
have the supplies you need?

• DELEGATE RESPONSIBILITY: When you know 
which game you’ll be playing, reach out to a 
student, team member, or volunteer who can 
help make it happen. Give them the resources 
they need to pull it off, then release them to 
make it happen.



KENNY & ELLE
CAMPBELL

with

ZAC WORKUN & CHAD HIGGINS

Kenny and Elle were youth pastors in Buffalo, NY 
(home of the chicken finger sub) for almost ten 
years. Kenny was the Middle School Pastor and Elle 
was the Small Groups and Volunteer Coordinator 
for Middle School Ministry. While they were there, 
they founded Stuff You Can Use, a youth ministry 
resource company, as a way to share the resources 
they were already creating for their ministry with 
others.

Today, Kenny and Elle live in Atlanta, GA, where they 
lead the Stuff You Can Use team full-time, host 
the podcast Youth Ministry Answers, coach and 
train youth workers around the country, and serve 
students and small group leaders every Sunday 
as youth ministry volunteers. They are also the co-
authors of the book Youth Ministry Fails and are the 
creators of Eventfeed LIVE and PHARISEES: The 
Party Game. 

Chad and Zac grew up in Oklahoma and were 
friends before they ever became youth ministers. 
Combined, the two of them have 30 years of youth 
ministry experience. 

Their pursuit as life-long learners and encouragers 
led them to start the Youth Ministry Booster podcast 
and Youth Ministry Booster, an online coaching 
network of youth workers committed to learning, 
growing, and encouraging other youth ministers to 
live out the calling of ministry on their lives. Youth 
Ministry Booster was born out of Chad and Zac’s 
long-standing friendship and regular meetings to 
drink coffee and talk ministry and life, making sure 
that each was leading from a place of health. 
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Get ready for a brain-freeze! Students will eat through an ice cream snowball to find a whistle and be the 
first to blow it - without using their hands.

WHAT TO GET

• ICE CREAM: Any flavor is fine. We suggest plain 
vanilla. 

• WHISTLES: One per player. You can get some 
from here.

• PLATES: To put the ice cream on. Get some 
here. 

• PLASTIC GLOVES: To put on your hands when 
you roll the ice cream snowballs. Get some here 
or here.

• TABLE

• PLASTIC TABLE COVER: Get one here.

• PAPER TOWELS

WHAT TO GET

Before the game, make an ice cream snowball for 
each student. Scoop some ice cream into a large 
bowl, put on plastic gloves, and roll a whistle into 
the middle of the ice cream like a snowball. Make 
sure the whistle is really in the middle of the ice 
cream, so you can’t see it at all. Store them in the 
freezer until it’s game time. 

Cover a table with plastic and set out three plates 
with ice cream snowballs.

Grow Youth Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2018 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

ICE CREAM 
WHISTLE

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 3 STUDENTS
Choose 3 students (check about food allergies before you start). They will come up and stand in front 
of a plate with the ice cream ball on it with their hands behind their back. 

2. FIND THE WHISTLE
  When you say “Go,” the students will try to get the whistle from the middle of the ice cream by eating 

away at the ice cream snowball. You may want to have a hair tie available for students with long hair.

https://www.amazon.com/Gostscp-Petrel-S10-Referee-Whistle/dp/B01MZ46YVH/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1524873145&sr=8-5&keywords=whistles&dpID=41aS2wc-EsL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=1cd55c687ba1eae29006086c7a4ec9ca
https://www.amazon.com/Dixie-Everyday-Paper-Plates-Dinner/dp/B00TEBH2H0/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?s=hpc&ie=UTF8&qid=1526273323&sr=1-2-spons&keywords=paper+plates&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/AMMEX-IVPF44100-BX-GlovePlus-Disposable-Non-Sterile/dp/B008N0W9IU/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1524880470&sr=8-4&keywords=disposable+gloves&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=babaf7dc8df870b37f0cd90f05b876b3
https://www.amazon.com/MedPride-Powder-Free-Nitrile-Gloves-Medium/dp/B00GS8W2HC/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1525580857&sr=8-4&keywords=gloves&dpID=51ffOEojr0L&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&th=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=f7291a63283a2847125fde6e973248b5
https://www.amazon.com/PACK-WHITE-Disposable-Plastic-Tablecloths/dp/B00L2T4VY4/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=industrial&ie=UTF8&qid=1524880570&sr=1-9&keywords=plastic+tablecloth&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=1580919b1d9b89bf8e4458e334438b16
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3. BLOW THE WHISTLE
 Remind them that they can’t use their hands at all, even to put the whistle in their mouth and blow it. The 

first student to blow the whistle is the winner.

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of the game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/144277352


You know your students are filled with hot air—put it to the test in this game! Watch as anticipation fills the 
room, only to erupt in excitement as someone gets covered in powder from a bursting balloon. 

WHAT TO GET

• TUBING Go to your local hardware store and 
get two sets of clear plastic tubing (at least 3 
feet long each). Get one here. 

• BALLOONS: You will want thin balloons, or your 
contestants will have to blow for a long time. 
You will use 2 balloons per round. You can get 
balloons here. 

.• POWDER: Flour or baby powder. Get some here. 

.• FUNNEL: Use it to  fill the balloons with powder. 
Get some here. 

.• TARP: Put it on the floor under the contestants. 
Get one here.

WHAT TO PREP

The balloons will be attached to one end of each 
tube, so take one of your balloons with you to the 
hardware store to make sure it fits snugly on the 
tubing. 

If you play more than one round, don’t forget to 
sanitize the tubing between each round.

Use the funnel to fill each (uninflated) balloon
almost completely full with powder, then put a 
balloon on the end of each tube. You may want to 
use tape to create a seal around the balloon and the 
tube.
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LUNG 
POWER

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE THE STUDENTS
 Two students will play against each other. They will blow into one end of their tube, while someone is 

holding balloon part over the other contestant’s head.

2. BLOW INTO THE TUBE
 When you say “Go,” the students will blow into their tubes at the same time, with someone holding their 

balloon over their opponent’s head. They will try to inflate their balloon as fast as they can.

https://www.amazon.com/Duda-Energy-LPpvc075-005ft-Pressure-Resistant/dp/B00LX6MFYE/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1525968329&sr=1-3&keywords=clear+vinyl+tubing&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=6c0f8def44ac3538e58c6d10d9be0a00
https://www.amazon.com/Bag-Balloons-Assorted-Color-Latex/dp/B00MU8YBUU/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524880824&sr=1-8&keywords=balloons&dpID=51i241qgcaL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=4960fc5dc30767959fdf035ee680b1c7
https://www.amazon.com/Johnsons-Baby-Powder-Vitamin-Protection/dp/B00MY21L3W/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?ie=UTF8&qid=1526273250&sr=8-2-spons&keywords=baby+powder&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Cook-3-Piece-Plastic-Funnel/dp/B000BQO3OM/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524880960&sr=1-6&keywords=kitchen+funnel&dpID=41FY-n2MJDL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=b23c4e76c5e4e0b40edd6f6e878ff388
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
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3. WATCH AS A BALLOON BURSTS
The contestants will blow into their balloons until one of them inflates so much that it bursts, covering 
their opponent with powder.

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
To watch a quick video of the game in action, click here. 

https://vimeo.com/221194345


This is a game that will get all your students up and moving around as they rush to switch seats as fast as 
they can when you call out their numbers. This game can last as long as you want it to, and there’s almost 
no prep!

WHAT TO GET

• SEATS: You need a grid of seats for this game. 
You can either use chairs or tape out a grid of 
seats on the floor.

• STUDENTS: Divide the group into two equal 
teams (or more, if you have a large group).

WHAT TO PREP

Make a grid or line of seats for each team. You need 
as many seats as you have students. 

You need space for them to run, so space the seats 
out a little. If you don’t have chairs, you can use tape 
on the floor to make seats.
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SEAT 
SWAP

HOW TO PLAY

1. SPLIT THE STUDENTS INTO 2 TEAMS
 Split the group into two equal teams (or more if you have a large group), and tell them to sit, one person 

per seat. You need exactly as many seats as you have students. 

2. ASSIGN NUMBERS
  Assign each student a number. They will stay that number for the whole game. Each team will have the 

same numbers as the other team (start at the number 1 for each team).

3. CALL OUT NUMBERS
 Call out two (or more) numbers, and the students with those numbers will switch seats with their own 

teammates. The first team to switch seats and have everyone sitting wins that round. If you want to 
make it crazy, call out all the numbers at once. 



It’s classic Pictionary, but on a larger scale. And your whole group can play this game!

WHAT TO GET

• WHITE BOARDS: 4 big boards-one in each 
corner of the room. Get some here.

• PICTIONARY WORDS: You can make up your 
own ahead of time, or purchase the game (get it 
here) and use their words.

• DRY ERASE MARKERS AND ERASERS: One 
for each board (more, if you want colors). Get 
markers here.

WHAT TO PREP

Put a white board  and dry erase markers and 
erasers in each corner of the room. 

Come up with your list of Pictionary words. You can 
make up words or funny phrases that go with your 
theme or message of the night. 
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SPEED  
DRAW RELAY

HOW TO PLAY

1. SPLIT THE STUDENTS INTO TEAMS
Split the students into four teams. Each team will assemble around a white board. You will stand in the 
middle of the room with a list of Pictionary words. The students should be standing around their white board.

2. EACH TEAM CHOOSES A STUDENT TO DRAW
Each team will send one student to the middle to get a Pictionary word. Show the 4 students at the 
same time. They will run back to their white board to all draw the word, without talking, while their team 
tries to guess what they’re drawing.

3. GUESS THE WORD
When someone correctly guesses the word, the whole team should sit down and they win that round.
You can play as many rounds as you want. You can also play this variation of the game: when a team 

https://www.amazon.com/Quartet-Erase-Whiteboard-Magnetic-MWDW1723M-WT/dp/B01LRWKU4U/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884426&sr=1-4-catcorr&keywords=dry%2Berase%2Bboard&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=3ae4bf09a901e312d73a103779a0f447&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Mattel-DKD47-Pictionary-Game/dp/B0145GMV7Y/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881461&sr=1-3&keywords=pictionary&dpID=61mm5vIAG%252BL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=21a3300c7d7fe21042a11064b63ecc23
https://www.amazon.com/Expo-80001-Alcohol-Based-Whiteboards-Non-Porous/dp/B00006JNK2/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881394&sr=8-1&keywords=expo+markers+black&dpID=511pULOy6xL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=d84af29b5cf333ff348c68df2fde31f1


SPEED DRAW RELAY                        2

Grow Youth Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2018 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

guesses a word correctly, they can immediately send a new drawer to the middle to get a new word. the 
first team to get 4 words wins. 

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here. 

https://vimeo.com/230175177


Everyone loves the classic arcade game skee-ball. In this game, you’ll make a life-sized human skee-ball 
game using a ramp and students holding buckets in the crowd to catch the balls. 

WHAT TO GET

• RAMP: Using wood from a hardware store, 
make a ramp that is around 8 feet long and 2 
feet tall at the incline. (If you don’t want to build 
a ramp, you could have the contestants throw 
the ball backward over their heads, or have the 
contestants throw the balls while blindfolded.)

• TENNIS BALLS: You need at least 15. Get some 
here.

• BUCKETS: You need 6-8 plastic buckets (you 
can get them from the dollar store or here). We 
recommend buckets in different sizes or colors 
that could equal different point values.

• XXL T-shirts: You can use youth group t-shirts, 
or bright shirts from here. You need 4 shirts.

WHAT TO PREP

If you’re using a ramp, make a ramp and set it on the 
stage, with the incline facing the crowd. The people 
in the crowd will hold buckets and try to catch the 
balls, while a contestant rolls them off the ramp. 

Assign point values to the buckets (you can write 
them with a permanent marker or tape the point 
values on them if you want). The buckets closest to 
the stage should be worth 15 points, with the points 
increasing the further you go from the stage. Do a 
few practice rolls to make sure the placement of 
the buckets works. Give the t-shirts to two people 
on each team. They will stand in the middle of the 
crowd, holding a bucket. This will be the money 
shot, worth 50 points.

You can split the group into two teams if you want, 
with each team holding buckets for their thrower. 

CROWD 
SKEEBALL

HOW TO PLAY

1. HAND OUT THE BUCKETS
All the students in the crowd get to participate in this game. Hand out buckets to people randomly 
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https://www.amazon.com/Wilson-Pressureless-Tennis-Balls-18-Pack/dp/B0009V6572/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881492&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=tennis+balls&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=cdcd86b898ce511c9656872929c4951c
https://www.amazon.com/144-oz-Pails-Shovel-pack/dp/B00HHG6CUW/ref=sr_1_9?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1525969322&sr=1-9&keywords=plastic%2Bbuckets&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/UltraClub-Performance-T-Shirt-BRIGHT-YELLOW/dp/B01HNS077M/ref=sr_1_1?s=apparel&ie=UTF8&qid=1525969402&sr=1-1&nodeID=7141123011&psd=1&keywords=bright+t+shirts
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throughout the room. Some should be closer to the stage, and some further back. The people wearing 
the t-shirts will hold a bucket worth 50 points. 

2. CHOOSE 2 STUDENTS
Choose two students (or more) to roll the balls. They will come up on stage and will have 15 balls to roll 
off the ramp into the crowd. You can make this a timed event if you’d like.

3. CATCH THE BALLS
The students in the crowd can participate by catching the balls with their hand (10 points per caught 
ball) or in a bucket. After each round, add up each contestant’s points. 

4. REWARD THE WINNER
The contestant with the most points is the winner.

5. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/206596628


Students will love this game because they get to drink a lot of soda! They will take drinks until there is just 
enough in each can to make it balance on its side. 

WHAT TO GET

• CANS OF SODA: You need at least 3 cans per 
contestant. You can get some here.

• A STURDY TABLE

WHAT TO PREP

Set 3 cans of soda in front of each contestant. 

You can let this game go until someone wins, or you 
can give them a time limit and see who gets the 
most cans balanced in the time.

Remind them not to pound or move the table during the 
game, so they don’t mess up their teammates’ cans.
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ONE  
MORE SIP

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE THE CONTESTANTS
Choose 2-5 contestants and let them sit or stand at a table with 3 cans of soda in front of each of them. 

2. DRINK THE SODA
When you say “Go,” each contestant will drink from a can 
until it balances on its side.  There is a specific amount of 
soda needed in the can to make it balance. If the student 
drinks too much, that can won’t balance. It’s best for 
them to take a drink and test it out after each sip.

3. BALANCE THE CANS 
 The winner is the first person to get all 3 cans to 

balance.

https://www.amazon.com/12-can-Soda-Variety-Bundle/dp/B076BT518R/ref=pd_sbs_325_12?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B076BT518R&pd_rd_r=G28ZCW5FJA93A9GNRCVB&pd_rd_w=wufA5&pd_rd_wg=ws81m&psc=1&refRID=G28ZCW5FJA93A9GNRCVB


Who doesn’t love a good pie smashing game? In this game, students will answer trivia questions. If they 
don’t give the right answer, they will get a pie in the face!

WHAT TO GET

• PIE PLATES: You need at least 10 aluminum pie 
tins (or paper plates). Get some here.

• WHIPPED CREAM: Enough whipped cream to 
fill all the plates. Don’t skimp on this!

• TRIVIA QUESTIONS: Make up a variety of 
questions ahead of time.

• BUZZERS: You need a buzzer for each 
contestant. These work great, because you can 
see easily who hits the buzzer first. These are 
good if you don’t want to spend that much. 

• WIPES OR TOWELS

• TARP: Get one here.

WHAT TO PREP

Prepare at least 15 trivia questions to ask the 
contestants. You can make them have to do with 
your teaching or just random questions. Make 
them hard enough that someone will get a question 
wrong and get a pie in the face, but not so hard that 
no one can answer any of them. 

Put a tarp or trash bags on the floor where the 
contestants will stand, and set up the buzzers on 
the table. Put a generous amount of whipped cream 
into each pie plate or paper plate. 

Instead of buzzers, you can set an object in the 
middle, and the first contestant to grab it gets 
to answer the question. You can set a time limit 
(5 seconds) to answer the question once they 
hit the buzzer, and you can make a rule that 
each contestant has to answer one question, to 
encourage participation. 
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PIE 
TRIVIA

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 4 STUDENTS
 Assign each student to a buzzer. Choose people to hold the pies.

https://www.amazon.com/DOBI-Disposable-Aluminum-Standard-1-25-Inch/dp/B01JTHHONU/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881852&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=pie+tins&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dcd41f629d281f3524a5ff97365ebba3
https://www.amazon.com/First-v-2-wireless-game-buzzers/dp/B00AXZ88YM/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1440873630&sr=8-2&keywords=buzzers+me+first 
https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Resources-Answer-Buzzers-Set/dp/B004DJ51HQ/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1525581249&sr=8-1-spons&keywords=buzzer&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=acd96d6d7a7e5fb76da79607dd039466
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
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2. ASK THE QUESTIONS
 After you ask a trivia question, the students will race to be the first to hit their buzzer and answer the 

question.

3. SMASH THE PIES
 If the student answers the question wrong, they get a pie (or two!) smashed on them. You can play 

several rounds. Have towels ready for cleanup (and extra t-shirts, if needed). 



See who has the best hand-eye-head coordination as students toss rings onto a unicorn horn on their 
teammate’s head. 

WHAT TO GET

• BIKE HELMETS: You need two helmets. They 
don’t have to be fancy. You can get some here.

• STYROFOAM CONES: You can get cones from 
a craft store or here. 

• HOT GLUE GUNS: To glue the cones to the 
helmets. Get one here. 

• SPRAY PAINT: Optional. If you want to paint the 
cones to match the helmets.

• SMALL RINGS: You need at least 20 plastic 
rings that will fit around the cones. You can get 
some on Amazon here.

• TAPE OR CONES: To make lines for them to 
stand behind Get some cones here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Use a hot glue gun to attach a cone to the top
of each helmet. You can spray paint them to match 
the helmets. 

Set out the helmets and at least 10 rings per helmet.

Use tape or cones on the floor to make a line for 
each team about 10 feet away from their helmet. 
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UNICORN 
RING TOSS

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 4 STUDENTS
 You will have two teams of two. One contestant from each team will wear the unicorn horn helmet, while 

the other tosses rings. They will stand behind their lines about 10 feet apart from each other. 

2. TOSS THE RINGS
 The contestants will toss rings at their partner to get them on the unicorn horn. You can have them 

https://www.amazon.com/Zacro-Lightweight-Removable-Adjustable-Thrasher/dp/B01LY7E002/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881941&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=bike+helmet&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=cf7225b9f180249f4981d4cd83d052ba
https://www.amazon.com/FloraCraft-Styrofoam-Piece-Cone-White/dp/B0018N27B8/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524882051&sr=1-13&keywords=styrofoam+cones&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=619d8f29d7bae580f2e83e38b1d0b075
https://www.amazon.com/HXYTECH-Temperature-Projects-Sealing-Repairs/dp/B071H3FG96/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?s=hpc&ie=UTF8&qid=1526272682&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=hot+glue+gun&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NWBOI98/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B00NWBOI98&pd_rd_wg=cdyud&pd_rd_r=JY8RDRW8PEWVJ5VRW8VJ&pd_rd_w=Lp32o
https://www.amazon.com/Cintz-Field-Markers-Soccer-Training/dp/B002W5NSBO/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884199&sr=1-3-spons&keywords=cones&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e739a057333bbedd97f0cf9b16698c46
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switch places after five throws. The team that catches the most rings on their horn is the winner. You 
can make it a timed event, or give them each the same number of rings and see who catches the most.

 

3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of the game in action, click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtcIfS7yo1A


String toilet paper to a wire, attach sheets of paper with points written on them, and let students try to break 
the toilet paper to win the prize. 

WHAT TO GET

• TOILET PAPER: You need 10 rolls-5 per team. 

• WIRE OR ROPE AND SUPPORT BEAMS..

• SHEETS OF COLORFUL PAPER.

• CHIP CLIPS OR CLOTHESPINS: You can get 
some here.

• THROWING BALLS OR NERF GUNS: You can 
buy indoor snowballs here, or use Nerf guns or 
small dodgeballs. 

WHAT TO PREP

Attach a metal wire (or a tight, sturdy rope) to two 
support beams or poles, like the poles you might 
use to hang a volleyball net. 

On each piece of colorful paper, write a point value. 
You may want to color code your point system in 
case the numbers are hard to read from far away.

Drape 10 rolls of toilet paper over the wire, evenly 
spaced. Tear the strips of toilet paper at different 
lengths and use a clip to attach a sheet of paper to 
the bottom of each roll. 

Tape a line about 15 feet away from the toilet paper 
and set the balls or Nerf guns nearby.
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TOILET PAPER 
TAKEOUT

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 4 CONTESTANTS
 Choose two players from each team and give them a bucket of balls or a Nerf gun.

2. AIM FOR THE TOILET PAPER
 When you say “Go,” the players will throw balls or use Nerf guns to try to hit the toilet paper and break it 

to score points. You can set a time limit (2 minutes per team) or a ball limit (10 balls per round).

https://www.amazon.com/ILYEVER-Stainless-Coffee-3-inches-Capacity/dp/B01D4TS2CG/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524882570&sr=1-3-spons&keywords=chip%2Bclips&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a91dd305ea2eaf38258daf091d89eba9&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Indoor-Snowball-Fight-SNOWTIME-ANYTIME/dp/B00ADVKRRM/ref=pd_sim_21_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B00ADVKRRM&pd_rd_r=PSF30T0VQERZQ71DCRH7&pd_rd_w=sw1RO&pd_rd_wg=X9L0k&psc=1&refRID=PSF30T0VQERZQ71DCRH7
https://www.amazon.com/Nerf-B9837-N-Strike-Elite-Disruptor/dp/B01IK52REI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524882833&sr=1-11&keywords=nerf+guns&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=348d9ff256b198fc361c08079bc79c54
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3. ADD UP THEIR POINTS
 At the end of each round, add up the number of points each team scored. The team with the most 

points is the winner.



Based on the classic arcade game Space Invaders, students will try to walk through a course while someone 
is trying to hit them with dodge balls. 

WHAT TO GET

• BRIGHT SPIKE TAPE: You can buy neon spike 
tape here or from Walmart. 

• DODGE BALLS: You need at least 20 dodge 
balls. You can get some here.

• BLINDFOLD: For the person throwing the balls. 
You can get some here.

WHAT TO PREP

Tape a course on the floor with right angles (see 
the photos at the end of the instructions for some 
ideas). You’ll need multiple courses for students to 
walk through.

Set all the dodge balls and a blindfold on the stage. 
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HUMAN SPACE 
INVADERS

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE A THROWER AND A HELPER
 Choose one student to be on stage blindfolded (they’re your Thrower) and another person to hand balls 

to the thrower and tell them where to throw. 

2. CHOOSE YOUR SPACE INVADERS
 Choose students to walk the course as Space Invaders, with multiple students walking through the 

course at the same time. The number of students who can participate will depend on the amount of 
space you have and the course you design.

3. THE INVADERS INVADE AND THE THROWER THROWS
 Instruct your Space Invaders to walk through the course, but let them know they can only take one 

step at a time and must bring their feet back together in between steps. While they walk through the 

https://www.amazon.com/Blacklight-Reactive-Fluorescent-Gaffer-Yards/dp/B00LEXM5GY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883064&sr=1-2-fkmr2&keywords=neon+spike+tape&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a88f802e35afe8dd85fd74659ad240a8
https://www.amazon.com/Get-Out-Dodgeballs-6-Pack-Yellow/dp/B071L242QS/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883217&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=dodgeballs&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=157e62e865ff53346d2292d347d46bb2
https://www.amazon.com/Amariver-Shade-Blindfold-Travel-Sleeping/dp/B076HHV9Z6/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1525581420&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=blindfold&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=6cc20fa42488143fb31b734386aeedd9
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course, the blindfolded Thrower must throw balls at them, with some help from the Helper. If any Space 
Invaders get hit by a ball, they’re out. The Space Invaders can never stop, step off the course, or dodge 
the balls. They can only walk the course. 

 

4. PLAY MULTIPLE ROUNDS
 Give each Thrower 1 or 2 minutes to hit as many Space Invaders as they can. Play multiple rounds with 

different Throwers. The Thrower that hits the most Space Invaders is the winner.

5. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of the game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/185986253


Students will have a blast while blasting each other’s cup towers, using only air!

WHAT TO GET

• 2 AIRZOOKAS: You can get them from Amazon 
for $19.99 here.

• 30 PLASTIC CUPS IN ONE COLOR PER TEAM: 
Plus a few extras, in case they get lost or 
damaged. Get some here. 

• A STURDY TABLE.

• TAPE: To tape a line on the floor. Get some here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Build two pyramids on the table with 15 plastic cups 
each (one color per team, so they’re easy to keep 
track of once the cups start flying). Start with a 
base of 5 cups on the bottom layer. 

Set out the Arizookas. 

Tape a line on the floor about 10 feet away from the 
cups. So a test run with the Airzooka to make sure 
the distance works well.

If you want to play this game without spending the 
money on AirZookas, you could get people to bring 
leaf blowers or fans and have the contestants stand 
on either side of the stage with them.
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AIRZOOKA 
DUEL

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 STUDENTS
They will each get an AirZooka and stand behind the line, facing their pyramid of cups.

2. SHOOT DOWN THE CUPS
Students will have 30 seconds to shoot down their pyramid using the AirZooka. At the end of the time, 
the one that has knocked down the most cups wins. You can play several rounds. 

https://www.amazon.com/Can-You-Imagine-Airzooka-Silver/dp/B00C2S97HA/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1525581534&sr=1-1&keywords=airzooka&dpID=41NXFFR3PzL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=7fe760a31ec2decf8de5f9c5146a5d49
https://www.amazon.com/Genuine-Joe-GJO58554-16-Ounce-Capacity/dp/B0033UNNSA/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?s=hpc&ie=UTF8&qid=1526272578&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=styrofoam+cups&psc=1
https://amzn.to/2Ggi55V
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3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/138351133


This is a memory game where students study a photograph, then compete to see how many details they 
can recall about it.

WHAT TO GET

• IMAGES FOR YOUR SCREEN: For these 
images, we recommend choosing staging and 
photographing your own pictures if you can. 
You might use a photo of your office, a group 
of your students all holding fun props, or an 
assortment of candy bars and snacks you had 
laying around the house.

WHAT TO PREP

Choose your pictures and put them on slides to show 
on your screens. The crazier the picture, the more 
fun the game will be. 

Make a list of 10 questions about each picture (5 
questions for each contestant). 
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TOTAL 
RECALL

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 STUDENTS
 The students will come up together and take 30 seconds to memorize the picture you put on the screen. 

Then take the picture down. Make sure they know ahead of time that they will be asked questions about 
the pictures so they can memorize as much as possible. 

2. ASK THE QUESTIONS
 Ask each student 5 questions about the picture they just saw, like, “Write down all the candy bars you 

can remember seeing in the picture.”
 

3. REWARD THE WINNER
 Give a small prize to the student who answers the most questions correctly.  



A simple and sweet trivia game! Students will examine unwrapped candy bars and try to be the first to 
guess its identity. 

WHAT TO GET

• AN ASSORTMENT OF CANDY BARS: Get a 
bunch of different types of popular candy bars 
(but be careful of peanut allergies).

• PAPER PLATES: Get some here. 

• NAPKINS: Get some here.

• CANDY FOR PRIZES.

• BUZZERS: You can use buzzers or just have 
students raise their hand. You could also just 
put a piece of candy on the table, and the first 
person to grab it gets to answer. Get some 
buzzers here. 

WHAT TO PREP

If you’re giving out candy prizes, try to get the candy 
from each round of the game to give as the prize for 
that round.

Unwrap the candy bars and set them on individual 
plates, covered by napkins. 

Set the buzzers on the table.
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UNWRAPPED

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2-3 STUDENTS
 Bring them to the front of the room, position them around the table where your candy bars will be 

displayed, and explain the rules.

2. BRING OUT THE CANDY
 Bring out the plates of candy bars covered by a napkin. Pull the napkin up so they can see the candy bar. The 

first person to hit their buzzer (or raise their hand) gets to guess what candy it is. You can do it elimination-
style, where they are out after 3 wrong guesses. The players with the most correct guesses wins.

https://www.amazon.com/Dixie-Everyday-Paper-Plates-Dinner/dp/B00TEBH2H0/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?s=arts-crafts&ie=UTF8&qid=1526272372&sr=1-2-spons&keywords=paper+plates&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Vanity-Fair-Everyday-Napkins-Packaging/dp/B00R8FQV6W/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?ie=UTF8&qid=1526272436&sr=8-1-spons&keywords=napkins&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/First-v-2-wireless-game-buzzers/dp/B00AXZ88YM/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1440873630&sr=8-2&keywords=buzzers+me+first&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=837d78c9295fe65cd1449f07661cb321


This game is fun, no-prep, and can be played with all of your students! 

WHAT TO GET

• STUDENTS: You can play this game with any 
number of students (it just needs to be an even 
number)

• OPEN SPACE: You need a big open space for 
them to play.

WHAT TO PREP

Clear out your space. Other than that, no prep 
needed!

You could play music and have them dance around 
their circles instead of walking. 
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BIRDIE ON 
A PERCH

HOW TO PLAY

1. PAIR UP THE STUDENTS
 Have every student choose a partner.

2. MAKE 2 CONCENTRIC CIRCLES
 The students will make 2 big circles, one circle around the other, with one partner from each pair in each 

circle, facing each other. 

3. HAVE EACH CIRCLE ROTATE IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS
  When you say “Go,” have one of your circles rotate in a clockwise direction while your other circle rotates 

counterclockwise.

4. YELL “BIRDIE ON A PERCH!”
 When you yell “Birdie on a perch,” the students must race to find their partner. When they find each other, 

one person must jump into their partner’s arms and be held like a baby. The last pair to partner up and 
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get in position is out. Keep playing until you have a winning pair. You can change up what “birdie on a 
perch” means, if you’d like. One partner could give the other a piggyback ride or have them sit on their 
knees instead of holding them in their arms..

5. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/227657489


This game is perfect for Thanksgiving time. Students will go bowling, but with a frozen turkey, of course.

WHAT TO GET

• FROZEN TURKEYS: 1 large turkey and 1 smaller 
turkey. Keep them wrapped up. No need to thaw 
them for the game. 

• TWO LITER BOTTLES: You need 10 of them. 

• TARP: Use this to make the bowling lane. Get 
one here. 

• DUCT TAPE: Use this to make the bowling lane. 
Get some here. 

• PLASTIC WRAP: To cover the turkey when it 
starts to thaw. Get some here. 

WHAT TO PREP

To set up the bowling lane, tape a tarp down in a 
long, thin rectangle that will serve as your bowling 
alley. You can use tape to mark arrows and mark 
where the pins should go at the end. Experiment a 
few times to find the right distance for the lane and 
the pins in your space.

To make the bowling pins, empty the two liter 
bottles and fill them about 2/3 way with water. You 
can decorate them with red duct tape to look like 
bowling pins, if you’d like.

You may want to create a backstop from cardboard 
boxes (or whatever you have handy) and place 
it behind the pins so the turkey doesn’t fly into 
anything. You may also want to tape pool noodles 
down the sides of your lane as bumpers.
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TURKEY 
BOWLING

HOW TO PLAY

1. COVER THE TURKEY IN SARAN WRAP
  Before you begin playing, cover your turkey securely in plastic wrap so you don’t end up with a salmonella 

outbreak in your youth space.

https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
https://www.amazon.com/design-thickness-designed-commercial-strength/dp/B074HMBWC5/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?ie=UTF8&qid=1526272269&sr=8-1-spons&keywords=duct+tape&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Natural-Value-Clear-Plastic-Square/dp/B004WF5XVU/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=arts-crafts&ie=UTF8&qid=1524888661&sr=1-1&keywords=saran+wrap&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=7549d03659eeee9d1aa657a281afdc62
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2. LAUNCH THE TURKEY
 Play the game just like you would play any game of bowling, with the same point system. Give each 

person two chances with either turkey to try to knock down as many pins as possible. You can also 
grease your turkey with oil to make it go faster.

3. ADD UP THE POINTS
Use the same point systems as in regular bowling. The person with the most points is the winner!

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/192268108


An unconventional spin on decorating a Christmas tree. Enjoy!

WHAT TO GET

• CHRISTMAS TREE AND BASE: You can use 
any size Christmas tree, but you will need a 
sturdy base, since ornaments will be flying at it. 
You can get a base here.  

• ORNAMENTS: You’ll need two colors of 
ornaments (not glass)—at least 15 in each color. 
You can get them here.  

• BUCKETS: Two buckets to hold the ornaments. 
Get some here. 

• TAPE: To tape a line on the floor to stand behind.

WHAT TO PREP

Set the tree in a sturdy base, in the middle of 
the room. You should be able to get Christmas 
ornaments at the dollar store.

Put all the ornaments of each color in a bucket on 
opposite sides of the tree, about 15 feet from the 
tree. The bigger the Christmas tree, the easier it 
will be to get ornaments to stick in it. 

Tape a line on the floor for students to stand behind.
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CHRISTMAS 
TREE RUCKUS

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE AT LEAST 2 STUDENTS
 Choose at least two students to stand behind the line on either side of the tree. You can play with either 

two students or two teams of multiple students each.

2. LAUNCH THE ORNAMENTS
 You can either let your players throw wildly for 60 seconds (if you are playing with two students) or you 

can create larger teams and let everyone on the team throw once and then move to the back of the line, 
relay-style. 

https://www.amazon.com/Star-Christmas-Stand-Gallon-Capacity/dp/B00B0MJESQ/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883347&sr=1-21&keywords=christmas+tree+base&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=5b7392ee8f6cb06e169a4efdd9811d15
https://www.amazon.com/Festive-Piece-Assorted-Christmas-Ornament/dp/B072V7CZPD/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883300&sr=1-12&keywords=plastic+christmas+ornaments&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=379cb1d806d856427585e4841aac8d17
https://www.amazon.com/Behrens-0GS-Galvanized-Steel-gallon/dp/B00OHRQTVG/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1526272020&sr=8-8&keywords=large+bucket
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3. REWARD THE WINNER
 The person or team that gets the most ornaments in the tree at the end of the round is the winner. The 

different colors for each team will help you know which ornaments belong to each team.

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/201346668


Anyone can wrap a present, but have you ever tried to wrap a person? In this game, two teams compete to 
be the first to successfully (and beautifully) wrap one of their teammates in Christmas paper and ribbons.

WHAT TO GET

• CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER: One roll for 
each team. You can get some here.

• SCOTCH TAPE: One roll for each team. Get 
some here. 

• SAFETY SCISSORS: One pair for each team. 
Get some here. 

• BOWS: One bag for each team. Get some here.

WHAT TO PREP

Prepare the supplies. Each team will need a roll of 
Christmas wrapping paper, a roll of tape, some 
scissors, and some bows. 

If you want to play multiple rounds, ration the 
supplies. 
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THAT’S 
A WRAP

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE TWO TEAMS OF 2-3 STUDENTS
 Bring them to the front and designate one person on each time to get wrapped.

2. PUT ONE MINUTE ON THE CLOCK
 The teams have sixty seconds to wrap their teammate in as much paper and ribbons as possible.

3. VOTE FOR THE WINNER
 At the end of sixty seconds, the crowd will vote for the team with the best present.

https://www.amazon.com/Image-Arts-Holiday-Wrapping-Christmas/dp/B073ZYW3SW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883496&sr=1-8&keywords=christmas+wrapping+paper&dpID=51h12k6uAIL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=758697a5c610709207c6610dcc6c8028
https://www.amazon.com/Scotch-Refillable-Dispenser-Inches-6-Pack/dp/B0000DH8HQ/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1526271887&sr=1-2-spons&keywords=scotch+tape&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Fiskars-Inch-Blunt-Kids-Scissors/dp/B00TJSS9ZW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883646&sr=1-8&keywords=kids+scissors&dpID=415Nj353GNL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=3e0fef51958f989645d747bc4efd6606
https://www.amazon.com/Fiskars-Inch-Blunt-Kids-Scissors/dp/B00TJSS9ZW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883646&sr=1-8&keywords=kids+scissors&dpID=415Nj353GNL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=3e0fef51958f989645d747bc4efd6606


This game is best demonstrated by Rhett and Link of Good Mythical Morning. For this game, each contestant 
will remake a Christmas classic by singing it to a royalty-free instrumental track.

WHAT TO GET

• TWO CHRISTMAS HATS OR BOWLS: You can 
get some here.

• CHRISTMAS SONG LYRICS: Choose Christmas 
songs your group knows, and print the lyrics (or 
put them on your screens)

• CHRISTMAS SONGS AND GENRES: Printed 
and cut out. 

• ROYALTY FREE MUSIC: You can find some 
songs on Youtube or Spotify.

WHAT TO PREP

Print the lyrics and put them on the stage or on 
slides for your screen. Some  song ideas might be: 
Jingle Bells, Frosty the Snowman, Rudolf the Red-
Nosed Reindeer, Silent Night, Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town, or We Wish you a Merry Christmas. Some 
genre ideas: hip hop, 90’s rap, acoustic, jazz easy 
listening, heavy metal, reggae, and disco.

Print and cut out the songs and genres and fold the 
cards. Put all the songs in one hat and all the genres 
in another.

Load the royalty free background music. 
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ROYALTY-FREE 
CHRISTMAS

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2-8 THE STUDENTS
 Choose students who aren’t shy and will have fun singing in front of your group.

2. DRAW CARDS FROM THE HATS & SING
 The students will each draw one card from the Christmas song hat and one card from the Genre hat. 

They will then need to sing the song they selected to the tune of whatever song and genre they selected.

https://youtu.be/RHdbZQn5JSg
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Hilarious-Costume-Children-DomeXmas/dp/B01MCYK9A9/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883812&sr=1-25&keywords=christmas+hat&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e00c2b0e1b5594ee8f13308863fe1578


This is a game designed to get all of your students up and moving . . . and singing Christmas carols. Loudly. 
And while they’re singing, they’ll try to track down everyone else in the room who’s singing the same song.

WHAT TO GET

• A LIST OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS: Like Silver 
Bells, White Christmas, Jingle Bells, We Wish 
you a Merry Christmas, Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town, Joy to the World, or O Come Let us 
Adore Him.

• INDEX CARDS.

WHAT TO PREP

Write the names of the Christmas carols on index 
cards. You will need one card for every student, with 
each Christmas carol title written on multiple cards 
(but make sure you have an equal number of cards 
for each song).
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CAROLING
CHAOS

HOW TO PLAY

1. PASS OUT THE CARDS
Make sure every student gets a card and remind them to keep the song title on their card a secret. Then 
have them spread out around the room.

2. GO CAROLING
 When you say go, everyone will start singing their Christmas carol at the top of their lungs. While they 

sing, they will walk around the room and try to find other people who are singing the same song.

3. GROUP UP
 Tell them ahead of time how many people will be in each group. When a student finds someone singing 

their song, have them link arms with that person until they find the rest of their group. The first group to 
find their entire group wins.



Students will need to move a candy cane from their mouth to their nose, without using their hands. 

WHAT TO GET

• CANDY CANES: Nothing special here. A few 
regular candy canes are all you need. Get some 
here.

WHAT TO PREP

Set out the candy canes. If you want to impress 
your students after the game, practice a few times 
until you can do it quickly. 
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CANDY 
CANE NOSER

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE THE CONTESTANTS
 Choose 2-8 people to play at a time. Pass out a candy cane to each player.

2. YELL “GO!”
 They will start with their candy canes in their mouth, and race to see who can get it to hang from their 

nose first, by using only the muscles in their face. 

3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://www.amazon.com/Brachs-Original-Peppermint-Candy-Canes/dp/B00FZW1B3I/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883921&sr=1-2&keywords=candy%2Bcane%2Bcandy&dpID=610iZiJV7CL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&th=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=2f332b565ed5d7a56a6013b2c79c822d
https://vimeo.com/221194310


Students get to pretend they are ice skating, but on carpet and with their shoes on. 

WHAT TO GET

• CARPET SKATES: You need at least 2 sets. You 
can get them here.

• TAPE FOR THE FLOOR: Get some tape here. 

• POOL NOODLES:  You need two pool noodles, 
cut in half. Get some here

WHAT TO PREP

Use tape on the floor (or cones) to make a course 
for students to skate around.

Cut two pool noodles in half and set out the carpet
skates.
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CARPET SKATE 
CHARIOT RACES

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE TWO TEAMS OF 3
  Each chariot team needs two pullers and a skater. The skater will wear the carpet skates over their shoes. 

2. SKATE THE COURSE
 The skater will hold a pool noodle in each hand, and the pullers will pull them around the track as many 

times as you say. The first team to cross the finish line (with the skater standing up!) is the winner.

3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://www.amazon.com/Simtec-Fun-Slides-Carpet-Skates/dp/B000MN8DT0/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883967&sr=8-1&keywords=carpet+skates&dpID=41tm-UYAdTL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=0942e036cc66fe09f3f12b797a8283fc
https://www.amazon.com/Blacklight-Reactive-Fluorescent-Gaffer-Yards/dp/B00LEXM5GY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883064&sr=1-2-fkmr2&keywords=neon+spike+tape&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a88f802e35afe8dd85fd74659ad240a8
https://www.amazon.com/SwimWays-Standard-Swim-Noodles-Pack/dp/B01BY1S2US/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884029&sr=1-2-catcorr&keywords=pool+noodles&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=caccb2c3fe03ed8f70f9b334df4dd323
https://vimeo.com/226504013


Kind of like driving in a big city at rush hour, this game makes it hard to get where you want to go. This is an 
easy and fun game where students race across the room in some pretty bizarre ways.

WHAT TO GET

• A LIST OF FUNNY METHODS OF MOVEMENT

• A ROOM WITH 4 CORNERS

WHAT TO PREP

Make sure the room is cleared of any obstacles. 
Then Make a list of funny methods of movement, 
like crab-walking, crawling, jumping, skipping, 
moonwalking, or dancing.

You could even do this game using fun partner-style 
movement methods, such as the wheelbarrow,  
potato sack style, or piggyback. 
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FOUR-WAY 
TRAFFIC JAM

HOW TO PLAY

1. ASSIGN TEAMS AND CORNERS
 Split the students into four teams and assign each team a corner. They will start in their corner.

2. CALL OUT THE MOVEMENT
When you tell them to go, they will do that movement and race to get to the opposite corner. Prepare for 
traffic jams and crashes in the middle where they all intersect! The team that gets their entire team to 
the opposite corner first is the winner. Play multiple rounds.  

3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/230175490


Finally your students’ bottle-flipping skills can be put to good use!

WHAT TO GET

• CONES: As many as you want, depending on 
the amount of space you have. Get some here.

• TAPE: To make a start and finish line on the 
floor. Get some here. 

• BOTTLED WATER: You need as many bottles 
as you will have contestants.

WHAT TO PREP

To set up your course, tape a start and finish line on 
the floor, then set out cones about 2 feet apart 
between them. You don’t want the course to be 
so long that it takes forever to complete. Each cone 
represents one time your students have to land a 
successful bottle flip. 
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BOTTLE FLIP 
MOVE-UP

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE THE STUDENTS
 Choose 3-5 students to play at one time. Give each contestant a water bottle, and tell them all to stand 

at the starting line. They can drink the water to make it as full or empty as they want it for flipping.

2. LET THEM FLIP
  Students will start at the first cone, and start flipping their 

bottles. If they land a successful flip, they can move to 
the next cone. They will keep flipping and moving forward 
when they land one. 

3. REWARD THE WINNER
 First person wins! If there’s a tie, you can have a contest 

to see who can land the most consecutive flips. 

https://www.amazon.com/Cintz-Field-Markers-Soccer-Training/dp/B002W5NSBO/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884199&sr=1-3-spons&keywords=cones&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e739a057333bbedd97f0cf9b16698c46
https://www.amazon.com/Blacklight-Reactive-Fluorescent-Gaffer-Yards/dp/B00LEXM5GY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883064&sr=1-2-fkmr2&keywords=neon+spike+tape&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a88f802e35afe8dd85fd74659ad240a8


HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE THE TEAMS
 Choose two teams of 4-8 students and tie the ropes around them.

2. LET THEM RACE
  Let the teams start in the same place, but send them in opposite 

directions so they meet at some point in the obstacle course. If a 
team splits up, they are disqualified.

3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

This game will help your students learn to stick together, even through obstacles—literally. As in, this is an 
obstacle course. And you’ve tied them all together.

WHAT TO GET

• ROPE: 2 lengths of rope, each long enough to tie 
around a group of 4-8 students. Get some here. 

• POOL NOODLES: A lot. Get some here.

• TABLES: To be part of the obstacle course

• LARGE CONES OR CARPET TUBES: Anything 
big that will stand up, to be a part of the obstacle 
course. Get some large cones here.

WHAT TO PREP

Set up an obstacle course. Use tables for them to 
crawl under, large cones or carpet tubes for them to 
weave in and out, and a group of students waving 
pool noodles for them to run through. Add other 
elements (like whatever you find in your church 
storage closet) to make it more challenging.

Make sure you have enough rope to tie together two 
teams of 4-8 students.
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BLOB 
RACES

https://vimeo.com/142733444
https://www.amazon.com/Natural-Twisted-FMS-Halloween-Diameter/dp/B01M1RB5RQ/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1526271127&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=rope&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/SwimWays-Standard-Swim-Noodles-Pack/dp/B01BY1S2US/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884029&sr=1-2-catcorr&keywords=pool+noodles&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=caccb2c3fe03ed8f70f9b334df4dd323
https://www.amazon.com/15-Marker-Cones-10qty-Available/dp/B00P128ERI/ref=sr_1_3?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1526271197&sr=1-3&keywords=large+cones


We know you’ve been wanting to think of a creative way to use those conversation hearts that come out 
around Valentine’s Day... look no further! This game is a perfect blend of strategy and skill. It will be a hit!

WHAT TO GET

• A 6’ OR 8’  TABLE

• 2 STOOLS

• 2 LARGE BOWLS

• 2 BAGS OF CONVERSATION HEARTS: The 
larger size candies work better for this game. 
Get some here.

WHAT TO PREP

Set up a long table in the middle of your stage or 
play area and two stools on either side of the table, 
as far away as you can get them (about 15-20 feet is 
good). Set a bucket of candy hearts on each stool.
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SWEETHEART 
STACK ATTACK

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 TEAMS OF 2
 Both people on a team will stand by their bucket of candy 

hearts, and race one at a time to the table. 

2. STACK THE HEARTS
 The students will race from the bucket of hearts to the table 

and make a stack, one heart at a time. They can also use their 
turn to slide their heart across the table to try and knock down 
their opponent’s stack. But they only get one heart each time 
they run, so they have to decide if they want to use it to build 
the tower or try to knock over their opponent’s tower. 

https://www.amazon.com/Brachs-Conversation-Hearts-Assorted-Flavors/dp/B00AWI49SO/ref=pd_sbs_325_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B00AWI49SO&pd_rd_r=NH7D72B5KHKDDDTGQBEY&pd_rd_w=UpKpo&pd_rd_wg=LTmOo&psc=1&refRID=NH7D72B5KHKDDDTGQBEY


This game will give a brave student the chance to serenade your whole group. They will sing a song only 
they hear in the headphones you give them, while other students try to guess what song they’re singing.

WHAT TO GET

• A DEVICE WITH A PLAYLIST OF LOVE SONGS: 
Choose a handful of songs your students will 
know but won’t be too easy to guess.

• HEADPHONES: A good pair of noise-canceling 
headphones, so your singers can’t hear 
themselves. Get some here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Determine the number of rounds and songs you will 
play. Then load a phone or other device with 5-6 
love songs per round. 
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SING YOUR 
HEART OUT

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE ONE SINGER AND AT LEAST 2 GUESSERS
 Depending on the size of your group, you could either have two students up front, or two teams of 

several students each, guessing per round.

2. PLAY THE MUSIC
  Tell the singer to put on the headphones, press play, and sing whatever song they hear. The first student 

or team to guess the song correctly gets a point. The first team to get to three points wins.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B019U00D7K/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B019U00D7K&pd_rd_wg=j19wb&pd_rd_r=Y41XWGGCXH5R9EA1NWX8&pd_rd_w=VpVEF


This is a screen game where guys and girls compete to answer the most trivia questions correctly. In this 
version, the questions are random and the answers are all numbers. 

WHAT TO GET

• TRIVIA QUESTIONS: Make up trivia questions 
(you can make them go with your theme or find 
some online)

• 2 MINIATURE DRY ERASE BOARDS: Or paper. 
Get dry erase boards here.

• DRY ERASE MARKERS AND ERASERS: Or 
normal markers, if you’re using paper. Get some   
here.

WHAT TO PREP

Prepare your slides. Then decide how you will 
split teams. Depending on the size of your group, 
you could have all of your students play or choose 
teams of just a few guys and girls to represent their 
genders.
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RANK THAT 
TRIVIA

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE YOUR TEAMS
 You’ll want at least three girls and three guys.

2. ASK THE QUESTIONS
 After each question, have both teams write down their answers and reveal them at the same time. The 

team that guesses closest without going over gets a point. Don’t skip the part where the teams have 
to write down their answers in advance. If they don’t write them down, the first team to answer each 
question will be at a disadvantage.

3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://www.amazon.com/Darice-Piece-Erase-Board-White/dp/B002NHJIGK/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881211&sr=1-5&keywords=small+dry+erase+board&dpID=41lSoRh%252BGNL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=08ca2050bdc373ccf3b17bbc4b673713
https://vimeo.com/167548848


Get your camera ready— the pics will be great! Students will blow up a bunch of balloons and stuff them into 
the legs of pantyhose. Then someone will wear them on their head like antlers. 

WHAT TO GET

• PANTYHOSE: You need a few pairs of close-
toed pantyhose. Get some here. 

• BALLOONS: The 6 inch balloons work well, 
but a mix of small and large balloons is good. 
Plan for about 25 balloons per team. Buy small 
balloons here, and large balloons here.

WHAT TO PREP

Set out your supplies. You need one set of pantyhose 
and a bunch of balloons for each team. You can 
leave the balloons uninflated and let the students 
blow them up during the game. 
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BALLOON 
ANTLERS

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE THE TEAMS
Choose 4 teams, with 3-5 people on them.

2. SET THE CLOCK
 Give them 2 minutes to blow up as many balloons as they can 

and stuff them into the legs of the pantyhose.

3. CHOOSE A WINNER
 One student from each team will model their antlers on their 

head and let the crowd choose the best one, or you can make 
the team with the most balloons win. To watch a quick video 
of this game in action, click here.

https://www.amazon.com/LadyDorset-Thin-Class-Sheer-Pantyhose/dp/B079QVHD6J/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=apparel&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884498&sr=1-2-spons&nodeID=7141123011&psd=1&keywords=pantyhose&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e0f94a700b5c36b54b6f73f1b5fd9a28
https://www.amazon.com/LovesTown-Outdoor-Assorted-Balloons-Carnival/dp/B076KPGPQ5/ref=sr_1_8?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1525980744&sr=1-8&keywords=6+inch+balloons
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LBTKVDY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B01LBTKVDY&pd_rd_wg=QlvYz&pd_rd_r=S6F81X809ZN4TJSV1YSV&pd_rd_w=BlBge&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=5588ce461f1df8632cc1155ee8bd7a3d
https://vimeo.com/151264540


Everyone loves this party game, but it’s even more fun when you play it with a large group.

WHAT TO GET

• A TIMER: You can use the actual Catchphrase 
timer, or a 60 second timer on your phone.

• LIST OF WORDS: Make up as many random 
words or phrases as you can. You can put them 
up on your screens, or just write or print them 
on paper.

WHAT TO PREP

Make up as many random words as you can and 
make slides so they can be up on the screens one 
at a time. You can also write or print the words.

If you have a large group, you will want microphones 
so the crowd can hear what the students are 
guessing.
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CATCHPHRASE 
LIVE

HOW TO PLAY

1. SPLIT THE STUDENTS INTO TEAMS
 Explain the Catchphrase rules (one person tries to get their teammates to guess a word by describing it; 

they can’t say any part of the word when describing it).  Choose two teams of students. Give them mics 
if you have a big room. 

2. PUT THE WORDS ON THE SCREEN
 The crowd should be able to see the words, but the guessers should not. Set your timer for 60 seconds, 

and let the guesser try to guess as many words as he/she can, as a teammate describes them. 

3. SET THE TIMER
 The teams will be going back and forth. When the time runs out, the team that is still guessing is out. 

It’s better not to do the timer on the screen where the contestant can see it; you want them to have the  
anticipation of not knowing when the time is about to run out. When choosing words, the more random, 
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the better. Think outside the box, and try to come up with as many words as you can. Also, decide ahead 
of time if you will allow them to skip a word, and if so, how many skips per round. You could choose 
multiple people from each team to play, and they could take turns.



This is a messy up-front game, where students will dig through a whipped cream pie with their face, find 
some bubble gum, and blow a bubble. 

WHAT TO GET

• PIE TINS: One for every student playing. Get 
some here. 

• WHIPPED CREAM

• BUBBLE GUM: Get some here.

• PONCHOS: Get some here.

• TARPS: Get some here.

• TOWELS

• GOGGLES: Get some here.

WHAT TO PREP

Place an unwrapped piece of bubble gum in the 
center of each pie tin, then fill the tin with whipped 
cream.

Place the tarps on the ground, a table on the tarps, 
and the pies on the table.
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BUBBLE 
PIE

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 OR 3 STUDENTS
 Wrap them in ponchos, give them goggles, and have them stand on the tarps.

2. DIG INTO THE PIES
  Your contestants must keep their hands behind their backs, plunge their faces into the pie, find the 

bubble gum, and blow a bubble. The first person to blow a bubble is the winner.

https://www.amazon.com/DOBI-Disposable-Aluminum-Standard-1-25-Inch/dp/B01JTHHONU/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881852&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=pie+tins&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dcd41f629d281f3524a5ff97365ebba3
https://www.amazon.com/Americas-Dubble-Bubble-Tub-Individually/dp/B003M6DKVK/ref=sr_1_5_s_it?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1525981655&sr=1-5&keywords=bubble+gum
https://www.amazon.com/NEWBYINN-Emergency-Disposable-Drawstring-Portable/dp/B076P83PSR/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885156&sr=8-4&keywords=plastic+poncho&dpID=51AB8WH8dbL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a760c613edec6552e18d2a506a269d4d
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
https://www.amazon.com/3M-91252-80024-10-Chemical-Splash-10-Pack/dp/B00SXUC50W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885237&sr=8-10&keywords=disposable+goggles&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=07ef119e7ae312135a6a00fbfd98a0be


This is an easy and fun game that everyone can play. It get intense as your groups compete against each 
other to find random names and facts in a newspaper. 

WHAT TO GET

NEWSPAPERS: One for every group, plus one for the leader. They need to be exactly the same. If you have 
a free local newspaper, you can ask them for a bunch.
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NEWSPAPER 
HUNT

WHAT TO PREP

Designate a spot for each group to look through their newspaper. Choose as many random facts and 
names as you want rounds of the game. Highlight them in your paper and keep it where the students can’t 
see it. Get creative about where you find the facts. You can look in the classified section or the ads, not just 
the articles. You could make a rule that it has to be a different person from the team coming up each time, 
to encourage more participation. You can also mix it up by standing in different spots in the room. Not only 
do they have to find the right spot in the newspaper, but then they have to find you to bring it to you. You can 
split the students up into their small groups, or just number them off to create teams of about 5-12 students. 

HOW TO PLAY

1. SPLIT THE STUDENTS INTO TEAMS
 Groups of 5-12 students are best for this game. 

2. CALL OUT THE FACTS
 Say a fact or name or some random thing from an article. The teams will race to find it. When a team 

finds the location of that name/place/answer, one person will run up with their newspaper and show 
you. The first team to send someone to you to show you where the fact is found is the winner.
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3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/167548846


If you’re starting to miss winter, you can shoot cotton balls in the air and pretend like it’s snow! Students will 
see who can catch the most cotton balls on their head as you shoot them through leaf blowers. 

WHAT TO GET

• HEAD GEAR: You can use helmets, hats, plastic 
shower caps - anything they can wear on their 
heads. Enough for 5 contestants. Get some 
shower caps here. 

• LEAF BLOWERS, EACH WITH A PVC PIPE 
ATTACHMENT: We used standard leaf blowers 
with clear PVC pipe attached to the end. Cut a 
hole in the pipe big enough for cotton balls to go 
through, on the side closest to the leaf blower.

• COTTON BALLS: You’ll need a ton of them for 
this game. Get some here.

• SHAVING CREAM: You’ll put this on the helmets 
so they can catch cotton balls. Get several cans 
of shaving cream. Get some here.

• TARP: Get one here.

WHAT TO PREP

Attach the PVC Pipe to the leaf blowers and get the 
cotton balls ready to launch. Do a test run to make 
sure blow the cotton balls to the right place. When 
you know where the cotton balls will land, put the 
tarp in the target zone. This is where the contestants 
will stand.

Put shaving cream on the head pieces. You’ll 
want enough shaving cream that the cotton 
balls will stick. If you don’t have leaf blowers, 
you can have students throw cotton balls at the 
contestants and see who can catch the most. 

Grow Youth Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2018 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

COTTON 
BRAWL

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 5 CONTESTANTS
 Give them a helmet and have them stand in the target zone. Position a few people with leaf blowers, and 

get some helpers to help load the cotton balls in them.

https://www.amazon.com/Diane-718-Processing-Cap-30-Count/dp/B004TP69AC/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885334&sr=1-2-catcorr&keywords=plastic+shower+caps&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e79b46a449a60b23d385a321621bd7b2
https://www.amazon.com/Dynarex-Cotton-Large-Non-Sterile-Count/dp/B008SIE0I4/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=hpc&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885413&sr=1-4&keywords=cotton%2Bballs&dpID=41ek%252BSglQAL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&th=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e3a87ac0ad559d1d74a4a818c4939ab9
https://www.amazon.com/Barbasol-Arctic-Chill-Menthol-Shaving/dp/B00H3R3VEK/ref=sr_1_7_s_it?s=hpc&ie=UTF8&qid=1525982282&sr=1-7&keywords=shaving+cream
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
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2. SET THE TIMER
 The contestants will have 60 seconds to catch as many cotton balls as they can on their head. They 

have to stick; if they fall off, it doesn’t count. They can’t use their hands. The winner is the one with the 
most cotton balls. 

3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/214401220


Put your students’ taste buds to work... they will try to guess the flavor of jelly while blindfolded. It’s harder 
than you think!

WHAT TO GET

• JARS OF JELLY: A good variety of flavors. Get 
some here. 

• PLASTIC SPOONS: Get some here. 

• BLINDFOLDS: Get some here.

WHAT TO PREP

Set out the jellies and spoons. No double dipping. 
You need enough spoons for each person to have 
one for every bite.

If this is too tame for your group, you can take it up 
a notch by adding in weird foods to the jelly, such as 
Spam or olives. 

Check on allergies before you play the game.
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NAME 
THAT JELLY

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 4 STUDENTS
 Put blindfolds on them. Choose 4 people to help feed the jellies to the contestants.

2. FEED THEM JELLY
 Give each blindfolded contestant a spoonful of jelly. They will try to guess the flavor. The contestant that 

gets the most correct guesses wins.

https://www.amazon.com/Pioneer-Valley-Souvenir-Gourmet-Sampler/dp/B01AX9FV0G/ref=pd_sbs_325_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B01AX9FV0G&pd_rd_r=CVKK9HCSNHVQHZCEH0V7&pd_rd_w=rlu9N&pd_rd_wg=gyaln&psc=1&refRID=CVKK9HCSNHVQHZCEH0V7
https://www.amazon.com/Amscan-4360186-Plastic-Spoons-Package/dp/B005P1T71W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524886214&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=plastic+spoons&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=ef7fabf780a8852c6f59a1cda04fde5d
https://www.amazon.com/Amariver-Shade-Blindfold-Travel-Sleeping/dp/B076HHV9Z6/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1525581420&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=blindfold&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=6cc20fa42488143fb31b734386aeedd9


It’s debatable whether or not Peeps are a good Easter treat . . . but they are good for throwing across the 
room in this game. Students will try to catch flying Peeps in a bucket on their head.

WHAT TO GET

• AT LEAST 20 PEEPS FOR EACH TEAM: 
Separate and put them in a bucket. Get some 
here. 

• AN EASTER BASKET FOR EACH TEAM: Get 
some here. 

• TAPE: To mark the throwing and catching lines 
on the floor. Get some here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Tape a line on the floor for catching and a line for 
throwing (about 10 feet away is fine. You could 
make it farther away if you think your group could 
handle it). You want it to be hard, but not 
impossible. 

Put two Easter baskets at the catching line and a 
bucket of Peeps at the starting line for each team.
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FLY 
BIRDIE FLY

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 TEAMS OF 2
 One student from each team will put the basket on his/her head to catch. They will stand at the lines, 

about 10 feet away from each other. 
 

2. LET ‘EM FLY
 The thrower will toss Peeps into their teammate’s basket. The first team to catch three Peeps in their 

basket is the winner, or you can play for 60 seconds, and the team with the most Peeps wins. 

https://www.amazon.com/Easter-Marshmallow-Chicks-Peeps-Variety/dp/B00SKDNXB2/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524886310&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=peeps&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=0bc94b3be61eb3c9e4191242e0ecc465
https://www.amazon.com/Prextex-Easter-Basket-Great-Festival/dp/B01BMS1UHK/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1525982852&sr=8-6&keywords=easter+basket
https://www.amazon.com/Blacklight-Reactive-Fluorescent-Gaffer-Yards/dp/B00LEXM5GY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883064&sr=1-2-fkmr2&keywords=neon+spike+tape&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a88f802e35afe8dd85fd74659ad240a8


Students will race to build a cardboard box pyramid one box at a time, while their opponents are throwing 
huge balls to try and knock down the pyramids. 

WHAT TO GET

• 12 CARDBOARD BOXES: Medium or large 
sized. It helps if they are all the same size, but it 
isn’t necessary.

• LARGE INFLATED EXERCISE BALLS: You need 
6 total. Get some here. 

• TAPE: To tape the lines on the floor. Get some 
here.

WHAT TO PREP

At the front of the room, tape two rectangles on the 
floor. They need to be as wide as one cardboard 
box, and as long as three boxes laying next to each 
other. 

In the back of the room, set out 12 boxes and 6 
exercise balls - half on one side of the room, and 
half on the other side. 
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STACK 
OR BOWL

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE THE TEAMS
Choose two teams of 2. They will each have a stack of boxes, 3 big exercise balls, and a taped rectangle 
at the front. They will start at the back by the stack of boxes.

2. SAY “GO!”
. The contestants will go one at a time, alternating turns. They will attempt to build a pyramid out of 

cardboard boxes, with 3 boxes as the base. They will run from the boxes to the rectangle at the front to 
build their pyramid in it. They can use the exercise balls to try and knock over the other team’s pyramid 
while standing behind their line, but they can only get one thing each turn: either a ball or a box. So they 
will use their turn to either help their team build the pyramid one box at a time, or use their turn to try and 
bowl over their opponent’s pyramid. 

https://www.amazon.com/Limm-Exercise-Pilates-Stretching-General/dp/B071RNFL6T/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1525982958&sr=8-12&keywords=inflatable+yoga+ball+large&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=fb23b40a32cf97a16cafbc1bd4a10fb7
https://www.amazon.com/Blacklight-Reactive-Fluorescent-Gaffer-Yards/dp/B00LEXM5GY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883064&sr=1-2-fkmr2&keywords=neon+spike+tape&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a88f802e35afe8dd85fd74659ad240a8
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 You may have a team whose pyramid is almost finished, only to be knocked down. If this happens 
multiple times and the game goes too long, put a time limit on it.

3. THE FIRST PYRAMID WINS
The first team to build a pyramid of 6 boxes is the winner.

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here. 

https://vimeo.com/185986262


This one’s a youth group classic. Everyone tries to stomp on other people’s balloons, which are tied to their 
ankles, while trying to protect their own. 

WHAT TO GET

• BALLOONS: Enough for everyone in your group 
to have one, or just a small group if you don’t 
want everyone to play. Get some here. 

• STRING: Pieces of string long enough to tie 
a balloon to a student’s ankle. Enough for 
everyone playing the game. Get some here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Cut a piece of string about 2 feet long for every 
student. You can blow up all the balloons and tie them 
to the strings, or just give them to the students to 
blow up and tie. Since everyone is chasing everyone 
else, you will want boundaries for where they can 
run. If you have a large group, you can choose a 
small number of people to play, and let the rest of 
the students make a circle around them to watch. 
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BALLOON 
STOMP

HOW TO PLAY

1. PASS OUT THE BALLOONS AND STRING
 They will blow up the balloon and tie the balloon to the string, 

then tie the string around their ankle. If the balloons are too 
small, they will be very hard to pop. They need to be fairly big in 
order for the game to work. If your students are blowing them up 
themselves, give them a sample to look at. 

2. LET THE STOMPING BEGIN
 Once everyone has a balloon on their ankle, yell “Go,” and it’s a 

free-for-all. They will try to stomp on and pop everyone else’s 
balloons. The last one with a balloon on their ankle is the winner.

https://www.amazon.com/Assorted-Balloons-Birthday-Decorations-Supplies/dp/B078Y4QF3X/ref=sr_1_11?s=arts-crafts&ie=UTF8&qid=1525983132&sr=1-11&keywords=balloons
https://www.amazon.com/Coats-Yarn-HEART-Gumdrop-Candy/dp/B011Q1LBXG/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524887665&sr=1-2-catcorr&keywords=knitting+yarn&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a5234145b9bcf00327042194797b7390


Ever heard of the game Egg Roulette? It’s the one where contestants take turn smashing eggs on their own 
foreheads. Most of the eggs are hard-boiled, so they bounce right off, but one sad little egg is still very raw. 
The loser is the one who finds it. This game is like that, but Eastery.

WHAT TO GET

• 12 EGGS: 11 hard-boiled, 1 raw

• EASTER EGG COLORING KIT: Get one here.

• EASTER BASKET

• PONCHOS: Get some here. 

• TARPS: Get some here. 

• TOWELS

• GOGGLES: Get some here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Boil the eggs (except one) and color all 12 of them, 
so they look Eastery. 

We like risk-taking as much as the next person, but 
just trust on this: don’t skip the tarps, towels, and 
ponchos. Your church carpet will thank you. So will 
your students’ fancy new Easter outfits.

If you’re playing more than one round of this game, 
you’ll need a dozen eggs per round.
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BASKET 
OF DOOM

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 STUDENTS
 Wrap the students in ponchos, give them goggles, and have them stand on the tarps.

2. SMASH THE EGGS
 Each contestant will take a turn smashing an egg on his/her own forehead. Eventually, one  of them will 

get the raw egg! You can play multiple rounds. 

https://www.amazon.com/Decorating-Easter-Toddlers-Children-Coloring/dp/B01N7VYVF5/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=arts-crafts&ie=UTF8&qid=1524887724&sr=1-3&keywords=easter+egg+coloring+kit&dpID=515xA57xrkL&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=0602ed9aa440cdb7cde00e864564affe
https://www.amazon.com/NEWBYINN-Emergency-Disposable-Drawstring-Portable/dp/B076P83PSR/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885156&sr=8-4&keywords=plastic+poncho&dpID=51AB8WH8dbL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a760c613edec6552e18d2a506a269d4d
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
https://www.amazon.com/3M-91252-80024-10-Chemical-Splash-10-Pack/dp/B00SXUC50W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885237&sr=8-10&keywords=disposable+goggles&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=07ef119e7ae312135a6a00fbfd98a0be


Your group will love watching this game where two students blow into a tube and try not to get messy. If you 
take a breath at the wrong time, you might get covered in a gross liquid. 

WHAT TO GET

• CLEAR TUBING: You can go to your local 
hardware store and get a piece of clear, flexible 
tubing from the plumbing section. It should be 
about 3 feet long. Get some here.

• GROSS LIQUID: You can use any liquid—the 
grosser, the better! 

• TRASH BAG OR PONCHOS: Cut holes in a trash 
bag for a student to wear as a poncho. Put other 
trash bags on the floor under the students. Get 
some ponchos here.

WHAT TO PREP

Put a tarp or trash bags down on the floor, and get 
ponchos ready. Put the liquid in the tube (don’t fill it 
completely; they need room to blow). If you want to, 
you can dye the milk a weird color to make it look 
grosser. Put a tarp or a trash bag on the floor where 
each contestant will stand. 

Grow Youth Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2018 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

BACKWASH

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 STUDENTS
 Give each player a trash bag poncho to wear. They will stand on either end of the tube filled with liquid. 

2. STUDENTS WILL BLOW INTO THE TUBE
 When you say “Go,” each student will blow into their end of the tube, trying to get the liquid all over the 

other. At some point, one will be blowing while the other is taking a breath and get messy!  Make sure 
the students don’t block the tube with their mouths or hands. The only time they can have their mouth 
on the tube is when they are blowing. To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://www.amazon.com/Duda-Energy-LPpvc075-005ft-Pressure-Resistant/dp/B00TMTGVDK/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1525968329&sr=1-3&keywords=clear%2Bvinyl%2Btubing&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=6c0f8def44ac3538e58c6d10d9be0a00&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/NEWBYINN-Emergency-Disposable-Drawstring-Portable/dp/B076P83PSR/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885156&sr=8-4&keywords=plastic+poncho&dpID=51AB8WH8dbL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a760c613edec6552e18d2a506a269d4d
https://vimeo.com/221194331


“Turning lemons into lemonade” may not be in the Bible, but it’s not a bad premise for a simple youth group 
game. Students race to squeeze the most lemonade out of their bag of lemons as possible.

WHAT TO GET

• 2 CLEAR CARAFES: Both marked with a fill line 
so students know how much juice they’ll need 
to squeeze. Get them here. 

• 2 BAGS OF LEMONS: Slice them in advance. 
Any citrus will actually work for this game, but 
the sour lemons are fun.

• PONCHOS: Get them here. 

• TARP: Get one here.

WHAT TO PREP

Use duct tape or a permanent marker to create
equal fill lines on each carafe. Don’t make it too 
much, or the game will take forever and be boring. 

Cut all the lemons in half.

Place the tarp on the ground and put the other 
supplies nearby.
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HUMAN 
JUICER

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE TWO GROUPS OF 2-3 STUDENTS
 Wrap them in ponchos, give them a bag of lemons and a carafe, and have them stand on the tarps.

2. START SQUEEZING
 Your contestants must squeeze as much juice as possible into their carafe in three minutes. 

3. MAKE LEMONADE
 The winners are the ones with the most freshly squeezed lemon juice. For a little extra excitement, 

choose an adult leader to take a swig of the winning team’s freshly-squeezed lemon juice at the end of 
the game. Not sure what to do with all that leftover lemon juice? Lemons have antibacterial properties 
and you’re constantly surrounded by gross, smelly teenagers. You’ll think of something.

https://www.amazon.com/Rubbermaid-Clear-Pitcher-Gallon-2-pack/dp/B072VW35HB/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524888612&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=plastic+water+pitcher&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=72f2d9e4eff2f11ffd03778420014cd6
https://www.amazon.com/NEWBYINN-Emergency-Disposable-Drawstring-Portable/dp/B076P83PSR/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885156&sr=8-4&keywords=plastic+poncho&dpID=51AB8WH8dbL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a760c613edec6552e18d2a506a269d4d
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9


This game gets everyone moving! It’s an extreme musical chairs: students will race across the room to try 
to beat their friends and get a seat.

WHAT TO GET

• CHAIRS: Enough for everyone in your group, 
minus two.

• A BIG OPEN SPACE

WHAT TO PREP

Clear the room so there is a big open space for the 
group to run from one side of the room to the other.
You need a chair for everyone in your group, minus 
two. Divide the chairs in half, and set them on two 
walls opposite each other. 
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TRAFFIC JAM 
KNOCKOUT

HOW TO PLAY

1. SPLIT THE GROUP INTO TWO TEAMS
Split your group into two equal groups, and tell them each to stand by a chair on their team’s side of the 
room (2 people won’t have chairs - one on each side). 

2. RACE ACROSS THE ROOM
 When you say “Go,” they will race across the room and sit in a chair. Two people (one on each team) will 

be left without a chair. They are out. Take away a chair from each side, and play again, taking away 2 
more chairs each round.

3. REWARD THE WINNER
Eventually, there will be only one person left on each team — the winners! If you want to have only one 
winner, you could have the last two people race from either side of the room to a chair in the middle. 
You could play music and when the music stops, have them run to the chairs (if you want to play it like 
musical chairs). To watch a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/221194337


You’ve played the classic game Battleship; play it in a life-sized version with your students racing to get to a 
spot on the board and sink the other teams’ ship!

WHAT TO GET

• A GRID OF SEATS: You can use chairs or tape 
on the floor.

• A MASTER GRID FOR THE FACILITATOR OF 
THE GAME: A piece of paper with your grid 
drawn on it works fine.

WHAT TO PREP

Create your grid of chairs and name the rows and 
columns You can just name them by number order, 
or rows can be numbers; columns can be letters: 1A, 
2A, etc. Draw your grid on paper for the facilitator, so 
you can mark them as you call them and you don’t 
call out the same coordinates twice. The faster the 
pace of this game, the better.
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LIFE-SIZED 
BATTLESHIP

HOW TO PLAY

1. SEPARATE THE TEAMS EVENLY
 You can split the students into however many teams you want (about 10-15 people per team). Have 

them line up single file, equidistant away from the grid of seats. 

2. CALL OUT THE COORDINATES
 Call out a coordinate (1-C; 2-D; etc.) and one person from each team will race to land in that spot (they 

will be the missiles). Whoever gets to the spot first stays. The others go back to their line. They can’t go 
again until everyone on their team has had a turn.

3. REWARD THE WINNER
 The first team to get 12 missiles on the board is the winner! Make it more fun by having the teams yell 

“BOOM” every time a student lands in a spot. 



This face off game pits two students against each other to see who can say tongue twisters 5 times quickly, 
without messing up or going too slow!

WHAT TO GET

• TONGUE TWISTER POWERPOINT SLIDES: 
You can find them in your downloads for this 
game.

WHAT TO PREP

Download the tongue twister slide and cue it up.
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TONGUE 
TWISTER

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 TEAMS
  You need two teams of 3.

2. PUT A TONGUE TWISTER ON THE SCREEN
 The students will take turns saying the tongue twisters. They must say it 5 times fast. If they stumble, 

say it wrong, or say it too slow, they are out. The team with the most people left at the end wins. 
 
 Don’t be afraid to eliminate them for saying it too slow.
 
 If you need to spice up this game, make them say the tongue twisters in funny voices (high pitched, low 

pitched, singing, or any accent you can think of). 



You will wrap your students together in saran wrap and let them race through an obstacle course.

WHAT TO GET

• SARAN WRAP: One roll for each team of 4-8 
students. Get some here.

• OBSTACLE COURSE SUPPLIES: You could use 
cones, tables, chairs, pool noodles - anything 
to make a fun obstacle course.

• TAPE: Tape a starting line and finish line on the 
floor. Get some here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Use cones, tables and chairs to set up an obstacle 
course around the room. Make it as big as you can. 
You could have a ‘limbo’ section where two students 
hold a pool noodle or a long pole that the whole 
team has to duck under without touching. Tape a 
starting line and a finish line on the floor. 
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WRAPPED 
UP RELAY

HOW TO PLAY

1. SPLIT THE STUDENTS INTO TEAMS
You need equal teams of 4-8 students. 

2. WRAP THEM UP
 Wrap each team in saran wrap- tight enough that they can’t 

get out, but they still need to be able to move. You could 
make it extra hard and blindfold a few people in each team. If 
someone falls out of the group, they have to start over. 

3. LET THEM RACE
 Explain the course, and you can time each team, or let them 

race at the same time. The first team to cross the finish line is 
the winner. To see a video of the game in action, click here. 

https://www.amazon.com/Natural-Value-Clear-Plastic-Square/dp/B004WF5XVU/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=arts-crafts&ie=UTF8&qid=1524888661&sr=1-1&keywords=saran+wrap&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=7549d03659eeee9d1aa657a281afdc62
https://www.amazon.com/Blacklight-Reactive-Fluorescent-Gaffer-Yards/dp/B00LEXM5GY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883064&sr=1-2-fkmr2&keywords=neon+spike+tape&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a88f802e35afe8dd85fd74659ad240a8
https://vimeo.com/160364235


This game will test your students’ aim and reflexes! They will shoot cups off a table while another students 
tries to stack them back up. 

WHAT TO GET

• AIRZOOKAS: You need 2. You can get them here. 

• 20 STYROFOAM CUPS: 10 cups per team. Get 
some here.

• TABLE

• TAPE OR CONES: Get some tape here and 
cones here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Make a pyramid of 10 cups per team (with a base of 
4 cups). Tape a line (or set cones) about 4 feet from 
the tables for the students to stand behind. Mark 
the cups using different colored markers, so you 
know which cups belong to each team. A straight 
line down the middle is fine.
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AIRZOOKA
STACK-OFF

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 TEAMS OF 2
  Each team will have a shooter and a stacker. The shooter from 

Team 1 will play against the stacker from Team 2, and vice versa. 

2. SET THE TIMER
 Set the clock for 60 seconds. The shooters will shoot the cups 

down with the AirZooka, while the stackers stack them back up. 
The shooter is trying to keep the cups down, and the stacker is 
trying to keep them in a pyramid. 

3. REWARD THE WINNER
 At the end of 60 seconds, whichever team has the most cups stacked 

is the winner. To see a video of the game in action, click here.

https://www.amazon.com/Can-You-Imagine-Airzooka-Silver/dp/B00C2S97HA/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1525581534&sr=1-1&keywords=airzooka&dpID=41NXFFR3PzL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=7fe760a31ec2decf8de5f9c5146a5d49
https://www.amazon.com/Dart-White-Disposable-Coffee-Drink/dp/B01EILI986/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524888774&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=styrofoam+coffee+cups&th=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=33b4b780829684dd9d05e36749aaf910
https://www.amazon.com/Blacklight-Reactive-Fluorescent-Gaffer-Yards/dp/B00LEXM5GY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524883064&sr=1-2-fkmr2&keywords=neon+spike+tape&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a88f802e35afe8dd85fd74659ad240a8
https://www.amazon.com/Cintz-Field-Markers-Soccer-Training/dp/B002W5NSBO/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884199&sr=1-3-spons&keywords=cones&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e739a057333bbedd97f0cf9b16698c46
https://vimeo.com/142733443


Who doesn’t like to get their feet wet with a fun game? Students will use their toes to collect slippery 
marbles from a kiddie pool filled with water. And bonus— if anyone has stinky feet, they get a foot bath!

WHAT TO GET

• KIDDIE POOL: It can be the plastic kind or the 
inflatable kind. Get one here. 

• SOAPY WATER: Warm water if you feel like 
being nice to your students. 

• MARBLES: Get a big bag of 100. Get some here. 

• BUCKETS: You need 4. Get some here.

• TOWELS

• TARP: Get one here.

WHAT TO PREP

Lay down a tarp, unless you want your carpets 
“cleaned” by the soapy water. Fill the kiddie pool  2/3 
way with warm soapy water, then dump the marbles 
in. Instead of marbles, you could use small rubber/
plastic figures (look at the Dollar Store). If you play 
this game around Halloween, it would be fun to use 
little plastic bugs. Set 4 buckets just outside the 
kiddie pool, spread out evenly. Set out towels. 

Grow Youth Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2018 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

TOE JAM

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 4 STUDENTS
 They will take off their shoes and socks, and get in the pool, 

with a bucket next to each person outside the pool. The more 
soapy bubbles, the harder it will be for the students to see the 
marbles, and they will really have to feel around with their feet. 

2. SAY “GO!”
 They will have 60 seconds to collect as many marbles as they 

can in their buckets-using only their feet. The person with the 
most marbles at the end of the time  is the winner. To see a 
quick video of the game in action, click here.

https://www.amazon.com/Intex-Kiddie-Pool-Summer-Sunset/dp/B0000U11LW/ref=sr_1_5?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1526268479&sr=1-5&keywords=kiddie+pool
https://www.amazon.com/OrangeTag-Pieces-Glass-Marble-Sling/dp/B003U2KPAK/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524889022&sr=1-5&keywords=marbles&dpID=51H2J7TsuDL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=22a25044dc9d57166294a2365e0149fb
https://www.amazon.com/Buckets-Shovels-Assorted-Activity-Building/dp/B072LNJN13/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1526268640&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=buckets&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
https://vimeo.com/185986268


Stockings, raw eggs, and pool noodles . . . how could this game not be amazing? This is most likely an 
outdoor game, but with a good enough tarp, it could be an indoor game. Students will get messy!

WHAT TO GET

• EGGS: You need 2-3 eggs (uncooked) 
per person.

• POOL NOODLES: Cut them in half. 
You need one half-noodle per student. 
Get some here.

• SINGLE-LEG PANTYHOSE: You need 
one per person. They need to be the 
single leg stocking pantyhose, so 
each person can put one on his/her 
head. Get some here.

• TARP: A big, sturdy tarp Get one here.

• BABY OIL: Put it down on the tarp, to 
make it like a giant slip ‘n slide. Get 
some here.

• TOWELS
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EGG 
FENCING

HOW TO PLAY

1. PUT THE EGGS IN THE STOCKINGS
 Give each student a stocking and an egg, and tell them to carefully wrap it up and put the stocking on 

their head, with the egg at the top of each person’s head. Give them the pool noodles. They need to take 
off their shoes and socks. 

WHAT TO PREP

Lay out the tarp. It is best to play this outside, but with 
enough space and a good tarp, this could be an outdoor 
game. Squirt a bunch of baby oil on the tarp. Lay out the 
stockings and eggs. You need enough for each person to 
have a stocking and an egg (if you play multiple rounds, you 
need 2-3 eggs per person). 

Cut the pool noodles in half. You need a half pool noodle for 
each person. If you do the baby oil part, students will fall.  If 
you’re worried about students getting hurt, you could skip 
this step and it will still be fun. 

Let the students know ahead of time that they may get 
messy in this game. Have towels on hand for them to clean 
up. They may get raw egg in their hair or clothes. And check 
on egg allergies first!

https://www.amazon.com/SwimWays-Standard-Swim-Noodles-Pack/dp/B01BY1S2US/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884029&sr=1-2-catcorr&keywords=pool+noodles&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=caccb2c3fe03ed8f70f9b334df4dd323
https://www.amazon.com/Hanes-Reflections-Womens-Absolutely-Control/dp/B0002LIAB8/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1524889121&sr=8-1&keywords=single+leg+pantyhose&dpID=31CZ4wfFsUL&preST=_SY445_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=928f6c374e0ec7e98e6a242ea696f60a
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
https://www.amazon.com/Johnsons-Baby-Oil/dp/B011S2J1AI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1525582252&sr=1-4-fkmr1&keywords=johnson%27s+baby+oil&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=15a330fd82d021eef22a8563c418cd8f
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2. SMASH THE EGGS
 When you tell them to go, they will all try to break each other’s eggs using only their pool noodles. The 

last person with an egg is the winner. You can play several rounds. The baby oil will make it harder to get 
around. 

3. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To see a quick video of the game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/230175605


This is the perfect summer messy game, using squirt guns to clean shaving cream off of someone’s face.

WHAT TO GET

• SHAVING CREAM: At least 2 cans. Don’t skimp 
on the shaving cream. Get some here. 

• GOGGLES: You need 2. Get some here. 

• METAL FOLDING CHAIRS: You need 2.

• SQUIRT GUNS: They don’t have to be fancy, but 
the more water pressure and shooting range, 
the better. Get some here. 

• CONES: To mark where the students line up 
and stand. Get some here. 

• PONCHOS: You need 2. Get some here.

• TOWELS 

WHAT TO PREP

Set out two metal folding chairs for the contestants 
with shaving cream to sit. A few feet in front of 
them, lay out the squirt guns (test them to see their 
range). Mark one line where the squirt guns are, and 
one line about 20 feet back where the students will 
line up.

This is a great game for outdoors. If you need 
to play it inside, just put down a tarp, and you’re 
good. You could also put plastic shower caps on 
the contestants’ heads and put shaving cream on 
their heads. Have extra water on hand, or extra pre-
loaded squirt guns for when they run out.
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SPRAY 
‘EM CLEAN

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 STUDENTS
 Put a poncho or trash bag around them, give them goggles, and cover their faces (including the goggles) 

in shaving cream. 

2. STUDENTS START SPRAYING
 Split your group into two teams, and line them up at the starting line. They will run one at a time to the 

squirt guns and shoot the shaving cream off their teammate. They get 10 seconds to shoot the squirt 
guns, then they will run back to their line and the next person can go.

https://www.amazon.com/Barbasol-Arctic-Chill-Menthol-Shaving/dp/B00H3R3VEK/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=hpc&ie=UTF8&qid=1525982282&sr=1-7&keywords=shaving+cream&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=755093d1d8e383b27a54cb71cb99c5d0
https://www.amazon.com/3M-91252-80024-10-Chemical-Splash-10-Pack/dp/B00SXUC50W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885237&sr=8-10&keywords=disposable+goggles&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=07ef119e7ae312135a6a00fbfd98a0be
https://www.amazon.com/Nerf-Super-Soaker-AlphaFire-2-Pack/dp/B018B2DY0G/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B018B2DY0G&pd_rd_r=CA2ECFM3MNPBSKV9V40C&pd_rd_w=jOBWZ&pd_rd_wg=ImFMC&psc=1&refRID=CA2ECFM3MNPBSKV9V40C&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=63bf5cfad907ab7f321e90542e6a2f55
https://www.amazon.com/Cintz-Field-Markers-Soccer-Training/dp/B002W5NSBO/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884199&sr=1-3-spons&keywords=cones&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e739a057333bbedd97f0cf9b16698c46
https://www.amazon.com/NEWBYINN-Emergency-Disposable-Drawstring-Portable/dp/B076P83PSR/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885156&sr=8-4&keywords=plastic+poncho&dpID=51AB8WH8dbL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a760c613edec6552e18d2a506a269d4d


SPRAY ‘EM CLEAN               2

Grow Youth Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2018 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

3. CLEAN OFF THE SHAVING CREAM
The team that cleans all the shaving cream off first is the winner.

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To see a quick video of this game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/198484833


This game is perfect for when it’s hot outside. Students can use the sun or the ground to warm up a frozen 
t-shirt so someone can put it on. It’s fun to watch the thawing techniques they come up with!

WHAT TO GET

• LARGE T-SHIRTS: You can use old youth group 
shirts, or hit up the thrift store to get some XL 
T-shirts. Get some here.

• RUBBER BANDS: To wrap around the t-shirts 
when you put them in the freezer.

• FREEZER: You’re going to freeze the t-shirts 
and you want them rock solid. Turn that freezer 
down to the coldest setting.

.

WHAT TO PREP

You need to freeze the shirts overnight. Dip the 
shirts in warm water, then wring them out just 
enough so they aren’t dripping. Ball them up and 
wrap rubber bands around them to keep them tight. 
Then put them in a freezer overnight.

Try to put the shirts away from each other in the 
freezer, so they don’t freeze stuck together. The 
morning of the event, take them out, cut the rubber 
bands off, and separate them if they are stuck. 
Then put them back in the freezer until right before 
the game starts. 
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FROZEN 
FASHION

HOW TO PLAY

1. SPLIT THE STUDENTS INTO TEAMS
 Split your students into teams of 5-8. Give each team a frozen shirt.

2. THAW THE SHIRTS
 They will work together to use whatever method they can think of to thaw their shirt. They can use 

the ground, their hands, their breath — whatever they can come up with, as long as they are working 
together.

https://www.amazon.com/UltraClub-Performance-T-Shirt-BRIGHT-YELLOW/dp/B01HNS077M/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=apparel&ie=UTF8&qid=1525969402&sr=1-1&nodeID=7141123011&psd=1&keywords=bright+t+shirts&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=c778f7e3fa0d7bf938358e9ff44e055c
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3. PUT ON THE SHIRT
 The first team to thaw their shirt enough to wear, and get it on one person from their team is the winner.

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To see a quick video of the game in action, click here.

https://vimeo.com/167548843


Students will get wet in this game originally from Jimmy Fallon, based on the card game War. 

WHAT TO GET

• DECK OF CARDS: Get one here. 

• TABLE

• CUPS OF WATER: You need two cups filled with 
water for each round you want to play (just keep 
a pitcher on hand)

• PONCHOS OR TRASH BAGS: Get ponchos 
here. 

• TARP: If you’re playing inside. Get one here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Set a deck of cards face-down on a table, with two 
chairs on either side of the table, facing the deck 
of cards. Set out a cup full of water on each side 
of the table, where students will have easy access 
to them. Keep a pitcher of water nearby to refill the 
cups for each round. Tell the students ahead of time 
whether Ace is high or low. 
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WATER 
WAR

HOW TO PLAY

1. CHOOSE 2 STUDENTS
  If your students care about staying dry, give them ponchos to wear. They will sit in the chairs on either 

side of the table, facing each other and the deck of cards that is in the middle. Make sure each person 
has a cup of water within reach.

2. DRAW A CARD
 When you say to go, they will draw a card at the same time, and hold their cards up for each other to see. 

3. THROW THE CUP OF WATER
 As soon as the students figure out whose card is higher, the person with the higher card will grab the 

water and throw it in the other person’s face. Play as many rounds as you’d like. All you need to do is refill 
the water cups each time To see a video of the game in action, click here.

https://www.amazon.com/Bicycle-Playing-Card-Deck-2-Pack/dp/B01MZ5EQZJ/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524889542&sr=1-6&keywords=deck+of+cards&th=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=72e24a9c8daf2c34cafb8f0867b710e6
https://www.amazon.com/NEWBYINN-Emergency-Disposable-Drawstring-Portable/dp/B076P83PSR/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=grocery&ie=UTF8&qid=1524885156&sr=8-4&keywords=plastic+poncho&dpID=51AB8WH8dbL&preST=_SY300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=a760c613edec6552e18d2a506a269d4d
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Purpose-Tarpaulin-Canopy-Grommets/dp/B01M71EJPF/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1524881096&sr=1-7&keywords=tarp+cover&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=dc218ea5b946896ef50ea155c21be9b9
https://vimeo.com/154803454


In this hilarious game, students will use water balloon launchers to launch rubber ducks farther than you 
ever thought possible. If you’ve ever wondered what else you can use water balloon launchers for, here it is.
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DUCKS 
AWAY

WHAT TO GET

• WATER BALLOON LAUNCHERS: You can 
make your own or get some from Amazon 
here.

• RUBBER DUCKIES: You will need a lot. 
You can get 100 of them from Oriental 
Trading here.

• KIDDIE POOLS AND WATER: The plastic 
ones work well, or these inflatable ones. 

• A LARGE OUTDOOR SPACE

• BUCKETS: To hold the rubber duckies. 
Get some here. 

• CONES: To make a line for students to 
stand behind. Get some here. 

WHAT TO PREP

Fill the kiddie pool with water. Using your water balloon 
launcher, do a test and launch a rubber ducky to determine 
a good distance to put your starting line. You want it hard, 
but not impossible for them to launch them into the pool.
Fill a bucket of rubber duckies for each team. Set out the 
water balloon launchers. 

You can play this game with multiple kiddie pools if you 
have the space. Spread out the pools and make each one 
worth different points values. If your teams are going to 
play the game at the same time, mark each team’s rubber 
duckies with a sharpie on the bottom, so you know whose 
duckies belong to each team.

HOW TO PLAY

1. SPLIT THE STUDENTS INTO TEAMS
  Give each team a bucket of duckies and a water balloon launcher.

2. LAUNCH THE DUCKIES
 The students will use the water balloon launchers to try and land as many duckies as they can in the 

pool. You can do a time limit, or give each team 15 chances to land as many as they can.

https://www.amazon.com/CX-Blaster-Water-Balloon-Launcher/dp/B002JCE026/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467392736&sr=8-1&keywords=water+ballon+launcher
http://www.orientaltrading.com/mega-rubber-ducky-assortment-a2-5_810.fltr?categoryId=550222
https://www.amazon.com/Intex-Kiddie-Pool-Summer-Sunset/dp/B0000U11LW/ref=sr_1_10?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1526269898&sr=1-10&keywords=plastic+kiddie+pool
https://www.amazon.com/Amscan-Plastic-Giveaway-Bucket-Sunshine/dp/B006UH8JLY/ref=sr_1_16?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1526269996&sr=1-16&keywords=buckets
https://www.amazon.com/Cintz-Field-Markers-Soccer-Training/dp/B002W5NSBO/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1524884199&sr=1-3-spons&keywords=cones&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=styocaus0e-20&linkId=e739a057333bbedd97f0cf9b16698c46
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3. COUNT THE DUCKIES
 The team that lands the most duckies in the pool is the winner. Or if you’re playing with multiple pools 

with different point values, add up the points to find the winner.

4. SEE THE GAME IN ACTION
 To see a quick video of the game in action, click here. 

https://vimeo.com/173075702

