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WEEK 4
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

 z Who do you celebrate the holidays with?
 z In one word, describe how you think you're going to feel on Christmas day this year.
 z What are some reasons people might feel lonely, especially at this time of year?
 z Have you ever had to face a difficult moment or challenge alone? If so, how did you get through it? 

How could the presence of God or others have helped you?
 z Is there anything challenging happening in your life right now? If so, how can our group encourage 

or pray for you?
 z Do you think you've ever experienced God's presence? What was that experience like?
 z How would you explain the differences (and unity) between God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit?
 z Read John 1:14. Who or what is "the Word," and what does this verse tell you about who God is?
 z Who is someone who needs to be reminded they're not alone this Christmas? What can you do to be 

more present in their life?
 z What can you do this week to spend time in God's presence?

THIS WEEK

When you think of Christmas, you probably think about an event — an event that is (hopefully) filled with 
gifts, food, family, and fun. But what happens when that event isn't as joyful or peaceful as we wish it were? 
And is the "event" even what Christmas is about anyway? In this 4-week series, we'll discover what this 
season is truly about. It's about getting ready to receive God's gift of Jesus, sharing that gift with others, 
rejoicing in the surprising gifts God gives us, and taking time to enjoy God's presence.

THE BIG IDEA
The best gift is God's presence.

THE BIBLE
Matthew 1:18–23; John 14:16-20, 1:14


